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 	 “No man’s knowledge can go beyond his experience,.” -John Locke 

!
John Locke is known to many as the father of  classical liberalism.  He is  

famous for his  concept of  “natural rights”. Locke also introduced the idea of  a 

movement with a social contract.  Locke also  provided  the notion that every man 

has a “near-absolute” right to property. In this essay we will further discuss his ideas 

of  theory of  knowledge, Locke’s foundation for reason, his idea of  right to private 

property and the moral role of  the government.  I will first provide you with some 

back ground of  his life to further understand the influences that made him the man 

he came to be.(1) 

John Locke was born on August, 28, 1634  to middle class family, in Somerset 

England. His father was an attorney and worked with the local government.  Locke 

from an early age had the luck to receive and extraordinarily diverse education. He 
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got this diverse education mostly  due to the fact that his father had connections 

with in the government. He attended the Westminster School for Boys, and then 

later the Christ Church in Oxford where he got a scholarship to attend. He studied 

logic, metaphysics, Greek, and Latin. He earned his bachelor of  arts degree in 

1656, from Oxford and then  he continued work toward a master of  arts. While in 

school, he spent considerable time studying  on his own modern science and 

medicine, for example like Robert Boyle.  Who’ influence we can see in his work. 

(1,2) 

In 1665  John Locke met Anthony Ashley Cooper, Locke was still a student 

and was now studying medicine. Lord Ashley had come in to seek medical 

attention fro his swollen liver.  Lord Ashley impressed with Locke asked him to 

become his personal physician.   They became fast friends,  it with Lord Ashley that  

Locke would embark on a journey that would make him the philosopher we know 

today. (1,2) 

	 Locke was involved in almost everything Lord Ashley did, from helping draft 

speeches to taking notes on what passed in the english parliament or other 

movement meetings. Soon as Lord Ashley moved to power he led a movement that 

opposed  the Restoration Parliaments, which in turn also imposed measures that 

enforced conformity with Anglican worship and suppressing rebel Protestants. He 

became a member of  the four-man cabinet and served briefly as Lord High 
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Chancellor, the most powerful minister. Lord Ashley then began to campaign for  

religious toleration for all except Catholics because he had seen how intolerant they 

were. (1,2,3) 

	 Soon Lord Ashley’s  liver infection worsened, and Locke supervised  a 

successful surgery in 1668. Lord Ashley thankful for his life  began to encourage 

Locke to develop his potential as a philosopher and forward thinker. With help 

from Lord Ashley,  Locke was nominated for the Royal Society, where he mingled 

with some of  London’s most great and forward thinking  minds. (1,2,3,4) 

	 In 1671, with some friends, Locke started a discussion group to talk about 

principles of  morality and religion.  Like a salon, this led him to further explore the 

issues by writing early drafts of  An Essay Concerning Human Understanding. Lord 

Ashley, also requested Locke to analyze toleration, education, trade, and other 

issues, which spurred Locke to expand his knowledge.(1,2,3,4) 

	 Lock’s idea or theory of  knowledge is that all knowledge must come from 

experience.  This eliminates the possibility of  innate knowledge. He argues that at 

birth the mind is what we call a “Tablua Rosa” or a “blank slate”. And we can fill 

ideas as they experience the world through the five senses. He defines knowledge as 

a connection and agreement, or a disagreement and repugnance , of  the ideas 

humans form and in doing so our knowledge can not extend  past the scope of  

human ideas.  These ideas that build knowledge are either simple or complex. And 
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he believed that most basic units of  knowledge are simple ideas which come 

excusably through experience. Locke said there were two ways in which an idea 

can form in the human mind the first is through the five senses, and reflection or 

when the mind turns inward, recognizing ideas about its own functions, such as, 

thinking, willing, believing and doubting. But there are limitations to this 

knowledge  and  Locke acknowledges this Like God for example Locke claimed 

that we as humans cannot fully comprehend who or what he is. And that we can 

only gain knowledge by experience our knowledge is limited by our experiences. So 

logically we can not experience everything in the whole world. Locke makes note 

that we have an intuitive and immediate knowledge of  our own existence that we 

are self  aware. But not all are aware of  the metaphysical essence of  our souls. 

(1,3,4) 

Locke  further argues this by the fact that our capacity for reason is to aid us in 

the search for truth. As God’s creations, we have a inclination and want to preserve 

ourselves. Locke believed that God in order to help us made in us a natural 

aversion to misery and with a strong will and desire for happiness. So in such we 

seek out what makes us happy or pleasurable and avoid things that cause us pain. 

And since humans are all equally God’s children in turn that God must want us to 

be happy.(1,4) 
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Locke’s most revolutionary idea is involved with free will. God  gave us free 

will and since we are all equal in the eyes of  God so no one man can be better than 

the other. There for we all have these “natural born rights”. That is why he argued 

a government has a moral obligation to protect these natural rights by the 

guidelines of  a “social contract”. And that political power is the natural power of  

each man who has collectively given up into the hands of  a designated body. Locke 

stated that a community surrenders a few degrees of  it’s natural rights in favor of  a 

government, but in turn that movement is is better able to protect those rights more 

so than any man can or could alone. Any authority possessed by the state must be 

by the people  and with the fully informed consent of  the people it rules over. So 

the government  essentially exists only for the well-being of  the community. Locke 

believed that any government who opposed or infringed on the rights of  the 

community should be replace and that  a revolution against the social order is an 

expression of  the people’s wants or needs, and not of  the people’s violent 

tendencies, it is a reaction to the violence or threat of  the government that has 

breached the  social contract or attempted removal of  the people’s “natural rights.” 

Locke also believed that the creation of  a strong government does not guarantee 

the absence of  conflict and, that a strong state is capable of  becoming 

tyrannical.Locke believed that it was important to determine the proper role of  

government and by doing so we could allow humans to flourish as individuals and 
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as societies, both materially and spiritually. A properly working government  

provide humans with freedom and with the ability to fulfill the divine purpose for 

humanity. So in short governments are only factors that contribute to a moral order 

or a natal law.(1,4,5) 

 The right to private property is a key pint in Locke’s political theory. Property 

includes that which is necessary to have a life and live a life. The right to own 

property is a “natural right,”  so therefore it is then the duty of  government to 

protect that right. Locke believed that men or humans are of  a state of  nature 

where they were free to do as they please as long as it preserved mankind in 

general. Since self  preservations is a right the materials we need to survive are also 

a right. So property mud be one other wise a man can not live. Locke proposed 

that since men owned their bodies fully, any product of  their physical lair also 

belongs to them. Such as food grown on a farm by them. He becomes the owner of  

these materials or food grown on his land. But this also comes with limitations that 

no man can  take possession of  mere tha he can use because it waste materials that 

another man or person can use. Locke acknowledges that the world is infected with 

immoral me who often violate these natural laws. But he believed that was what the 

movement was there for to help protect those from men of  immorality.(1,4,5,6,7) 

It is my belief  that it is John Locke is who we have to thank for our modern 

democracy in the Untied States.  And any  other forward thinker or activist for 
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human rights in general. I think a lot of  his work is evident in the Declaration of  

Independence and in the works of  the founding fathers of  the United States. I have 

a deep respect to Locke and his personal ideas of  our natural born rights. Men 

today who speak of  our natural rights as humans I believe are standing on the 

shoulders of  John Locke. He brought many ideas in to the world of  a fair and 

moral movement, and educated population, and laws of  nature that provide us 

with the right to live and purse happiness.  
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